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Last Project:  
In contemporary mainland Chinese long-form TV series, the production logic of popular 
“evil woman” (恶女) characters and representations of them are weakening the 
complexity of women as both characters and individuals. 

Next Step: 
To talk about “evil women” as constructed on Chinese social media. 
Rather than understanding this as general cyberbullying, I want to approach it more 
precisely as a form of digital witch-hunting.
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…

Anyone who gains visibility online, whether a celebrity, influencer, or ordinary individual, 
can become a target of cyberbullying. While this affects all genders, women are 
disproportionately attacked, often through exaggerated or even unfounded accusations. 
This pattern of collective moral judgement and public targeting can be more precisely 
understood as a form of contemporary digital witch-hunting.



3 Main Thoughts: 
1. Women attacking women: aligning with dominant norms and attacking the “witch” 

to avoid becoming the next target 
2. Men judging women: treating women’s bodies and behaviours as their possessions, 

where any deviation is seen as a threat to personal or social order 

3. Misogyny (厌女) as a bonding tool: creating a shared enemy to produce a false 
sense of collective unity
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How are these “witches” manufactured within the Chinese social media,  
and how is the digital witch-hunt and execution collectively carried out by “us”?

New Enquiry

Audience: 
All social media users, particularly those who actively leave traces online 
 
I hope audiences realise, through directly participating in the execution process, how easily 
they can become involved in collective attacks against unfamiliar individuals. I also hope this 
experience encourages them to think more carefully before engaging in similar interactions on 
social media in the future.



Burning at the stake 
(One of the most widely known executions towards “witches”)



Anthology of Concrete Poetry 
Williams Emmett, 1967

Why Concrete Poetry? 
1. For the “Witch”: To extract labels as "evidence" to trigger moral 

judgment; Using abstract text to shield the real individual from 
secondary harm. 

2. For the comments: Language is a weapon for digital execution.



Experiment




