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Prompt for Doubao:  

Using data from Chinese internet users as the context,  
please compile: 

• the top-20 most watched films online in 2025,  

• the top-20 long-form TV dramas by online views in 2025,  

• and the top-20 books on the app WeChat Read overall rankings.

Deconstruction

Initial Question: 

The predictability of film and 
television made me question whether 
creative works follow fixed templates.



一主角第二主角中有女性角色，则忽略第3条）。

Investigation
Prompt for Doubao:  

Please organise the following for each of the 15 works, strictly following this style: 

• Reduce fantasy or special settings. 
• Keep a realistic tone. 
• Describe subtly without spoilers. 
• Ensure smooth and coherent writing. 

• Match each work’s core tone. 

For each work, include: 

1) First Protagonist: all key traits and their main story line. 

2) Second Protagonist: all key traits and their main story line. 

3) If neither the first nor second protagonist is female, describe the Most Prominent Female 
Character, including her key traits and main story line. (If either of the first two characters is female, 
ignore this third point.)

e.g. One answer Doubao gave me: 

She is a woman from an ordinary background…



Test-1

Prompt for Deepseek: 

I will give you a description of a character’s traits and story line. Your task is to guess which 
character it refers to (most are main characters, but the gender may vary). I have blurred any 
special or fantasy settings in the story background. 

If you think more than one character fits the description, please list all of them. 
You do not need to limit the number of answers ̶ include every character you believe could be 
the correct match. 
If you cannot identify any character from the description, you may say so directly. 

However, all your answers must closely match the description I provide. 

e.g. Description: 
They come from an ordinary background…



Test-2

Prompt for Deepseek: 

I will give you a description of a character’s traits and story line. Your task is to guess which 
character it refers to (most are main characters, and the gender is fixed). I have blurred any 
special or fantasy settings in the story background. 

If you think more than one character fits the description, please list all of them. 
You do not need to limit the number of answers ̶ include every character you believe could be 
the correct match. 
If you cannot identify any character from the description, you may say so directly. 

However, all your answers must closely match the description I provide. 

e.g. Description: 
He is a man from an ordinary background…



BLUE for Female Protagonist 

RED for “No fully matching character can be found” (gender-swapped) 

GREEN for “the recognised character is of the other gender"

Test-Cataloguing







Test-3 “Auto”completion

I gave Doubao a description of a character who does not exist, and 
asked it to generate a character image and a story outline for a film, 
TV drama, or book based on this character.

BLUE for Female Protagonist 

RED for “No fully matching character can be found” (gender-swapped) 

GREEN for “the recognised character is of the other gender"



I: Please help me generate an illustration of a book character. 

He is a man from an ordinary background. He is gentle, kind, resilient, and 
deeply responsible toward his family. He remains loyal to his partner, 
holding on to love and trust throughout his life. When facing hardship and 
his wife’s mistakes, he does not complain or give up. Instead, he chooses 
understanding and companionship, supporting the whole family with his 
gentleness and strength. He is mentally strong, never afraid of difficulties, 
and always keeps hope in life. He is the spiritual pillar of the family. 

After marrying his wife, they first live a comfortable life, but later fall into 
poverty because of her spending. He forgives her and stays by her side, 
quietly taking on the family’s burdens and caring for both the elderly and 
the children. During the hard years that follow, he suffers many hardships 
and his health slowly worsens, yet he never collapses. He continues to 
support his family with love and perseverance. Even after losing loved 
ones, he still encourages his wife to live on bravely. In the end, he passes 
away peacefully, using his whole life to show the meaning of love and 
devotion.

Doubao: I will generate an illustration of this male book character for you.

I: Please write a story outline with a complete character setting, based on 
the main character of this novel.

Doubao:

:I

:I



Firelight and Quiet Strength 

Story Summary 

Zhou Bingqian is born in a small southern town in the late 1970s. He grows up in a simple carpenter’s family and learns to be gentle, 
responsible, and devoted to home. As an adult, he opens a small woodworking workshop and lives a stable life with his wife Su Wanyi, their 
son Lele, and his parents. Zhou is kind, hardworking, and deeply loyal to his family. 

Su Wanyi is lively but vain. After marriage, she spends money carelessly, becomes addicted to gambling, and secretly borrows from loan 
sharks. When the truth is revealed, the family loses all their savings, their house is mortgaged, and the workshop closes. The family falls into 
poverty overnight. Although deeply hurt, Zhou does not blame his wife. He chooses to stay, telling her they will face everything together. 

Zhou sells his tools and takes all kinds of hard jobs to repay the debts. The family moves into an old, broken house. He works all day and 
cares for his parents, his son, and his guilty wife at night. Su Wanyi truly regrets her mistakes and changes herself. She helps with 
housework and work, and the couple slowly repays the debts together. Their relationship becomes stronger through hardship. 

Later, Zhou’s mother suffers a stroke and becomes paralysed. Zhou takes full responsibility for her care while continuing to work. His own 
health worsens, but he never complains. Even when relatives suggest divorce, he refuses, saying his wife has changed and they are still a 
family. 

After many years, the debts are finally cleared. Just as life seems to improve, Zhou’s father dies of cancer. Soon after, Zhou is diagnosed 
with a serious lung disease. Knowing he has little time left, he remains calm and loving. He encourages his wife to live on bravely and care for 
their family. Before dying, he makes his mother a wheelchair, his son a desk, and his wife a wooden hairpin, fulfilling an old promise. 

Zhou Bingqian passes away peacefully, holding his wife’s hand. 

After his death, Su Wanyi almost collapses, but remembers her husband’s words. She raises her son, cares for her mother-in-law, and lives 
with strength and dignity. Lele grows into a hardworking young man, becomes a teacher, and returns to the small town. Years later, the 
family visits Zhou’s old workshop site, remembering his kindness, patience, and love. 

Though Zhou is gone, his spirit continues to support the family. His life proves that ordinary people can create extraordinary love through 
quiet strength and lifelong devotion. 

Core Themes 

The story focuses on ordinary love and perseverance. It explores forgiveness in marriage, responsibility in family, and hope in suffering. 
Zhou Bingqian’s life shows how gentleness and endurance can protect a family even in the hardest times. 

Firelight and Quiet Strength tells the story of 
Zhou Bingqian, an ordinary carpenter in a small 
southern town. After his wife’s mistakes 
destroy the family’s savings, he chooses 
forgiveness instead of blame. He works 
tirelessly to repay debts, care for his paralysed 
mother, support his son, and rebuild trust with 
his wife. Although his own health slowly fails, 
he never gives up on his family. 

Before his death, Zhou leaves behind simple 
handmade gifts and gentle words that guide 
his family forward. After he passes away, his 
wife and son continue his values of 
responsibility, kindness, and perseverance. The 
novel shows how quiet love and endurance can 
hold a family together through suffering.

What Doubao wrote

(in short):

“

”



What would happen if we extract the key features that make 
the character recognisable, and let the audience fill in or 
randomly generate the rest?

Experiment-1





Alan Fletcher, Colin Forbes and Bob Gill announce the 
opening of their new design office

Fletcher/Forbes/Gill,1962

A to Z

Bob Gill,1962

Experiment-2 (TBD)



Proposal

• Enquiry 
Mainstream Chinese film and TV storytelling has 
become highly formulaic. Fixed narrative templates limit 
how characters are written and what kinds of lives are 
imagined. 

Using AI, I explore the life paths that female characters 
are missing in mainstream narratives ‒ gaps created by 
gender stereotypes and limited cultural imagination. My 
project aims to restore the complexity and possibilities 
that are often excluded. 

• Target Audience 
Young cultural creators and media consumers who feel 
tired of clichés and are aware of narrative patterns. 

They engage by generating, comparing, and remixing 
character templates, and reflecting on what feels easy 
to imagine and what feels missing.

• Next Step 
Experiment 1: Improve the interactive tool to produce 
more representative and genre-based outputs, such as 
short-video concepts and film posters. 

Experiment 2: Translate character dimensions into 
physical forms, allowing audiences to manually break 
narrative templates. 

 
 
 

• Questions for Now 
What new issues can be discovered through closer 
reading of the data on the table? 

What role should AI play? Is it creating new possibilities, 
or making cultural absence feel acceptable? 




